


EVENTS CALENDAR

ART EXHIBITS AT THE MORGAN HILL
COMMUNITY & CULTURAL CENTER

April 30 - June 8: Youth Art Exhibit

This art exhibit features young artist ages 5-17 from Sheri Chakamian’s Art
Studio, IDI Poster Contest Winners and the Environmental Contest Poster
Winners. There are over 130 pieces of artwork on display and a reception for
the artist is planned for Friday, May 11 from 6:30-8pm. Open to the public.
June 25 - August 17: Diane Wallace and Student Art Exhibit

There will be pieces done in watercolor and some drawings on exhibit.

September 17 - October 26: Arts Connect

A variety of artwork from students attending Santa Clara County Schools will
be on display.

To display artwork at the CCC please contact Karen Lengsfield or Phyllis Dieter
at 408.782.0008.

AQUATICS CENTER

Family Fun Night at the AC: Every Monday and Wednesday night from
7-8:30 P.M. from June 11th to August 17th. All Pools Open!!

COMING TO THE COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE

June 29 - July 21: Music Man

Presented by the South Valley Civic Theatre

Tickets available at the Community Center. For additional information call
842-SHOW or visit www.svct.org

May 12 - June 1 | Plaza Suite

Presented by the South Valley Civic Theatre

Tickets available at the Community Center. For additional information call
842-SHOW or visit www.svct.org

Last Thursday of Every Month | Comedy Night at the Playhouse
Tickets at the door - $12 / Advance tickets are $10

Doors open at 7:30 P.M. - show begins at 8:00 P.M.

(not recommended for children under 18)

For additional information call 782-0008 or visit www.wesjoke.com/playhouse

For additional information on all Playhouse performances, contact Karen
Lengsfield at Morgan Hill Community Playhouse 408.782.0008.

CITY RECRUITING BOARD AND COMMISSION MEMBERS

Have you been looking for an opportunity to become more
involved in the community? The Morgan Hill City Council
is looking for citizens interested in serving on various City
Boards and Commissions. There are currently 6 vacancies
on 3 of its advisory commissions that are open until filled.

Seats are now available on the:

* Bicycle & Trails Advisory Committee (3 appointments)

* Mobile Home Rent Stabilization Commission (2 appointments)
* Senior Advisory Commission (1 appointment).

Applications are available in the City Clerk’s office and on the
City’s website (Www.morganhill.ca.gov).

Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (408) 779-7271 for
information regarding these Board, Commission and Committee
vacancies.

City of Morgan Hill
17555 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill
408-779-7271

CITY ELECTED OFFICIALS

Mayor Steve Tate 779-7259
Mayor Pro Tempore Larry Carr 779-7259
Councilmember Mark Grzan 779-7259
Councilmember Marby Lee 779-7259
Councilmember Greg Sellers 779-7259
City Clerk Irma Torrez 779-7259
City Treasurer Michael Roorda 778-3653
CITY EXECUTIVE STAFF

City Manager J. Edward Tewes

City Attorney Janet Kern

Assistant to the City Manager Brian Stott

Business Assistance/Housing Services Director Garrett Toy
Community Development Director Kathy Molloy Previsich
Council Services and Records Manager Irma Torrez
Finance Director Jack Dilles

Human Resources Director Mary Kaye Fisher

Police Chief Bruce Cumming

Public Works Director Jim Ashcraft

Recreation and Community
Services Director Steve Rymer

CONTACTING YOUR CITY
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8AM to 5PM
Address: City Hall, 17555 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA 95037

Animal Control 776-7300
Aquatics Center 782-2134
Business Assistance and Housing Services 776-7373
City Clerk 779-7259
City Manager 779-7271
Community and Cultural Center 782-0008
Emergency Services/Disaster Preparedness 776-7310
Environmental Programs 779-7247
Finance 779-7237
Fire Department (County Fire) 378-4010
Job Hotline 779-7276
Planning: Land Use/Zoning 779-7247
Police Administration 776-7315
Public Works 776-7337
Recreation and Community Services 782-0008
Water 779-7221
Volunteer Programs 782-0008
City Hall Fax Number 779-3117

City Website: www.morganhill.ca.gov

CONTACT THE EDITOR

Questions or comments about City Connection are welcome.
Contact the editor Brian Stott at 779-7271 or
brian.stott@morganhill.ca.gov. City Connection is published by the
City of Morgan Hill.



Downtown Plan §V/:I-L

The City of Morgan Hill has initiated an update to the Morgan Hill
Downtown Plan. Originally completed in 2003, the update to the
Plan will address a number of issues to encourage the continued
redevelopment of Downtown into a vibrant, pedestrian-friendly
atmosphere serving residents of Morgan Hill and the surrounding
communities. The revised Downtown Plan will set the precedent
for appropriate development in the Downtown core, which is
generally defined as the area south of Main Avenue, west of the
railroad tracks, north of Dunne Avenue, and east of Del Monte
Avenue.

Downtown Morgan Hill currently has many of the necessary
elements for a successful central business district, including
proximity to a transit station, street trees, textured crosswalks
and sidewalks, pedestrian-scale lighting, and popular community
activities such as the farmers market and Fourth of July
celebration. The revised plan aims to build on the success of
Downtown by encouraging policies and design guidelines that
promote redevelopment in the core.

Possible redevelopment options for the Downtown
include: increasing ground-floor retail opportunities
along Monterey Road and East Third Street, promoting
more mixed-use development, increasing residential
densities, developing short- and long-term parking
strategies to address increased demand, improving
pedestrian connections east of the railroad tracks and
along Little Llagas Creek, and supporting Morgan
Hill’s rich culture through various community events.

Last March, the City retained RBF Consulting to
analyze the existing plan, collaborate with business
and property owners, coordinate a series of public
meetings, and prepare a revised plan. To initiate

the process, representatives from RBF Consulting and
the City conducted a walking tour and interviews
with Downtown property owners to gain a better
understanding of their concerns and visions.

The next step in the process will be to conduct a community
workshop to present initial findings and seek community
input on their vision for the Downtown core. City residents
are encouraged to attend this community workshop, to be
held at the Community and Cultural Center in the Hiram
Morgan Hill Room on June 19th from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm.

A draft version of the updated Downtown Plan is
expected to be available for comment in August 2007.
This new plan will emphasize implementation measures,
economic development strategies, density and development
standards, mixed-use development recommendations, design
guidelines, and recommendations for parking and
circulation. Final adoption is anticipated for May 2008.

For more information about the community workshop and the
Morgan Hill Downtown Plan update project, please contact
Eric Marlatt, Senior Planner for the City of Morgan Hill, at
(408) 779-7247 or eric.marlatt@morganhill.ca.gov.

WANTED: Community Partners

The City of Morgan Hill is seeking proposals from community
partners interested in future tenancy at the Friendly Inn, located
at 17666 Crest Avenue. The facility is budgeted for a $2 Million
renovation scheduled to begin in the spring of 2008 and be
completed in the spring of 2009. The City Council’s goal for the
facility is to enhance the quality of community life in Morgan
Hill.

It is the City’s intent to create a multi-tenant nonprofit
center that will provide subsidized space for grassroots,
nonprofit organizations that strive to meet an identifiable social

service or community need. The City Council anticipates
partnering with organizations that recognize the value in
leveraging resources and reducing duplication of services.
Approximately 10,000 square feet, the center will provide
stable and quality office and meeting space for local
nonprofits.

Requests for Proposals will be available May 21st. Please
contact Karen Lengsfield, Coordinator of Community
Services at 408-782-0008 or
Karen.lengsfield@morganhill.ca.gov for information.
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Do you need a Business License

Cities in California have had the authority to levy business license taxes for many years. In fact, Morgan Hill
first established a business license tax ordinance in the 1930’s. The taxes collected under this ordinance help pay
the costs of general city services such as public safety, parks and recreation and represents less than 1% of the

City’s general fund revenue.

The City’s business license ordinance is administered by the Finance Department. Assistance with the application
process, questions regarding fees or business types, and bilingual assistance is available Monday through Friday

from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Do I Need a Business License?

All persons or companies conducting business within the city
limits of Morgan Hill are required to obtain a business license.
Conducting business is defined as conducting, managing or
carrying on a profession, business, trade or occupation for profit
or livelihood.

Where do I get an application?

You can obtain an application from the City of Morgan Hill
Finance Department, in person at 17555 Peak Avenue or by
calling 779-7237, or by downloading the form from the City’s
Website at www.morganhill.ca.gov.

When do I have to file the application?

Applications must be submitted and fees paid prior to
conducting business within city limits.

How long is my license valid?

Business licenses are issued on a fiscal year basis and are valid
from July to June. All business licenses expire on June 30 and
must be renewed annually.

What are the fees for a business license?

The fees vary by business category. The most common
categories are home based, fixed place of business,
professional and no fixed place of business. A complete list
of fees is available from the Finance Department or the City’s
Website. For example, the annual fee for a small manufacturer
of twenty employees is $128. In addition to the license fees,
there are onetime application fees for application review and
zoning compliance.

I operate a nonprofit organization. Do I need a
business license?

Yes, however, the business license tax is waved for nonprofit
organizations registered with the Secretary of State. Other
onetime fees apply.

Does a business license give me the right to
conduct business?
Your business license is not a permit to operate and does not

authorize you to operate a business that is otherwise prohibited
by law or ordinance.

For additional information or assistance with your business
Iic%nsgsneeds, please contact the Finance Department at
779-7237.

Cty Compltss Pl of 100 Nt Ol Tt

With the assistance of volunteers and a $24,000
“Green Trees for the Golden State” grant from
the California Department of Forestry, the City
recently completed planting 100 oak trees in parks
and medians throughout the community. California
Live Oaks and Valley Oaks, which are both
native to our region, were planted at Nordstrom,
Community, Paradise and Diana Parks and in
medians on Tennant Avenue, East Dunne Avenue
and Monterey Road. Many thanks are due to the
volunteers from the Santa Clara County Police
Academy who planted the first group of trees at
Nordstrom Park in March and to members of the
Morgan Hill Bible Church and the LDS Church
who completed the final plantings on May 19, as
part of City Beautification Day park improvements.
The state grant will provide funds for maintenance
of the young oak trees until they are established.
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SIDEWALK
SAFETY

ISSUES

Maintaining safe sidewalks is an important job for the City of
Morgan Hill’s Public Works Department Streets Division. Tree
roots, heavy vehicles and time are just a few of the factors that

take a toll on the City’s sidewalks. When property owners want the sidewalk fixed right away they
sometimes elect to hire a contractor and pay to have the work
When a sidewalk is replaced, care is taken to preserve any done themselves. As with any project in the public right of way,
adjacent street trees, although occasionally a tree may be before starting work, the property owner or contractor must
removed if it is deemed unstable or is an inappropriate variety. first obtain a (no cost) encroachment permit from Public Works
While trees do frequently cause sidewalk damage, the benefits and call for a USA locate inspection to identify underground
of beauty, cooling and pollution absorption that trees provide utilities.

outweigh the potential problems.
Damaged and/or uplifted sidewalk paving may be reported to the
Below are some recent sidewalk replacement projects. Department of Public Works by leaving a message at 776-7337.

WHO’S COMING

TO TOWN?

Over the past several months, you have probably noticed the
construction activity in the northeast corner of Cochrane Rd.
and Hwy 101. It would be hard to miss the new Target going
up and slated for opening the end of July. The new Target is
about 125,000 sq. ft. or about 50% bigger than the existing
Target (80,000 sq. ft.). It will not include a grocery store, but
it will have a Starbuck’s and Pizza Hut. The new retail Center
will also have a drive thru Starbuck’s. That would make seven
in town, or one for every 5,500 residents. Joining Target in the

Unfortunately, since funds are not available to replace all Center will be: Petco, Staples, Circuit City, Chili’s, Red Robin,
damaged sidewalks throughout the City, temporary measures Sleeptrain, DSW (that’s shoes for the uninformed), Cold Stone
are sometimes used to address uneven sidewalk surfaces. Creamery, and Men’s Wearhouse to name a few.

All sidewalk problems that are reported to the Public
Works Department are investigated and if the damage is Across the freeway along Cochrane, west of Chevron and
significant, the sidewalk location is placed on a list for future In’n’Out Burger, is Madrone Village. If you haven’t noticed
replacement. In the meantime, sidewalk displacements that yet, it will have Peet’s Coffee, Chipotle Mexican Grill, Fed
are no greater than 1-1/2” can be ground to a level surface. X/Kinko’s, and South Valley National Bank. These two
You may have noticed the Streets crew or a City contractor developments will give all of us more reasons to “shop
working on sidewalk grinding this past winter. Sidewalks locally”. You may ask yourself why is this important. The
that are lifted more than 1-1/2” or are severely damaged answer is that the City receives 1% of every taxable dollar you
are temporarily repaired with cold mix asphalt. Below are spend in town. We estimate our sales tax “leakage” to be
examples of ground and ramped sidewalk. about $90 million annually. Meaning people are doing much
of their shopping outside of the community. If we were to

In some instances, property owners have paved the strip capture 80% of the $90 million in sales that would generate
between curb and sidewalk, known as the “parkway”. Where about $70 million or $700,000 a year in additional sales tax
the parkway is paved, paving maintenance is a property revenue to the City. These are funds that can be used to pay for
owner’s responsibility so problems in these locations are city services such as police, recreation and street maintenance.
referred back to the individual property owner. \_ So remember to shop local and help your community. )
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NON-PROFITS

CITY ALLOCATES FUNDING TO
FOR SERVICES

The City of Morgan Hill allocated $218,162 in new and roll-over Grant
funds to various agencies and programs providing a variety of social
services to Morgan Hill residents. The funding sources are U.S.
Housing and Urban Development Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG), Redevelopment Agency 20% Housing Set-Aside
(Agency), Senior Housing Trust Fund (SHTF), and City Housing
Mitigation Fees (HMF). The majority of funding ($145,062) consists
of CDBG funds. CDBG funds can be used to fund public service
activities such as youth and senior services. The following are the
projects and programs funded for FY2007-2008:

Catholic Charities, Ombudsman Program was allocated $4,500
in Senior Housing Trust funds for provision of advocacy and
investigation services for residents of nursing homes and residential
care facilities located in Morgan Hill. As mediators and patient
representatives, the Ombudsmen investigate and resolve complaints
made by or on behalf of elderly residents of long-term care facilities.
For additional information, call (408) 944-0567.

Catholic Charities, Shared Housing Program at Depot Commons
was allocated $15,000 in Agency funds for the provision of support
services such as case management, on-site day care, individual care
plan goals, career and personal counseling, life-skills education, etc.
to the residents at Depot Commons. For additional information, call
(408) 325-5211.

Catholic Charities, Day Break Respite, and Caregiver Support
Program was allocated $8,600 in Senior Housing Trust funds
for providing a continuum of care for at-risk dependent seniors
and their family caregivers. The services include in-home respite,
and adult day support program, escorted transportation, case
management, information and referral services, caregiver support
groups, community health education, health screenings, home chore
assistance, and clinical support services. For additional information,
contact (408) 270-4900.

Community Solutions, El Toro Youth Center was allocated $17,275
in CDBG funds for the provisions of tutoring, leadership-building
skills, participatory recreation, health, mental health, and substance
abuse education for school-aged children as well as parent
empowerment and computer literacy. For additional information,
call (408) 779-6002.

Community Solutions, La Isla Pacific Shelter for Battered Woman
and Their Children was allocated $16,000 in Agency funds for
providing a 24-hour crisis intervention, counseling and support,
legal advocacy and emergency assistance to women and children of
domestic violation. For additional information, call (408) 846-4763.

EHC LifeBuilders, Shelter, Housing, and Services Program was
allocated $15,000 in Housing Mitigation funds for the provision of
shelter and supportive services to homeless residents of Morgan Hill
to enable them to progress from homelessness to stable housing and
self-sufficiency. For additional information, call (408) 539-2131.

Live Oak Adult Care Services, Adult Day Care Program was
allocated $5,965 in CDBG funds for the provision of a specialized
program of age-appropriate activities and care designed to serve the
needs of the frail elderly and disabled senior adult population and
to effectively prevent or delay their placement in a full-care facility.
The companion goal of this program is to provide respite and support
to the care givers of the program’s clients which will enable them to
continue in their difficult role of sustaining their dependent senior
relatives. For additional information, call (408) 847-5491.

Project Sentinel, Tenant-Landlord Dispute Resolution Program
was allocated $25,000 in Agency funds. This Program provides
landlord-tenant information, referral, counseling, education, dispute
resolution services and mortgage default delinquency counseling to
residents of Morgan Hill. For additional information, call (408)
842-7740.

Second Harvest Food Bank, Operation Brown Bag Program was
allocated $5,940 in CDBG funds for the provision of weekly bags of
groceries, workshops and activities in nutrition and health, consumer
education and preservation to low-income seniors, age 60 or over.
The Food Bank also distributes surplus and non-marketable food to
nonprofit agencies that provide meals or food boxes to low-income
families and individuals in Morgan Hill. For additional information,
call (408) 266-8866.

City of Morgan Hill, Youth Scholarships Program was allocated
$11,384 in CDBG funds for the provision of transportation services,
entrance fees, and scholarships for classes and programs offered by
the City of Morgan Hill Department of Recreation and Community
Services. For additional information, call (408) 782-0008.

Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley, Rebuilding Home Repair
Days Program was allocated $2,500 in CDBG funds to assist
elderly and disabled persons in our community with the installation
of equipment and fixtures that will enable them to live more
independently and comfortably in their own homes. Equipment and
fixtures include items such as wheelchair ramps and safety railings.
The labor for this program is provided by a team of volunteers. For
additional information, call (408) 578-9519.

Silicon Valley Independent Living Center, Housing Program for
Persons with Disabilities was allocated $1,500 in CDBG funds for
the provision of housing referral, advocacy, and placement services
for disabled persons incorporating Personal Assistant Management
training. For additional information, call (408) 846-1484.

The City of Morgan Hill allocated $89,498 of non-public services
CDBG funds for the Galvan Park Soccer Field Project which will
replace the irrigation system, main irrigation controller to conserve
water, installation of lighting for improved security, and renovation
of the soccer field turf and drainage improvement. In addition, the
City has allocated $15,000 of non-public services CDBG funds for
General Admin which is used for the administration and monitoring
of the CDBG Program.
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Morgan Hill to Begin First Phase of Sewer Line Expansion
Road Detour Planned For Evening Hours

MORGAN HILL, Calif. - The City of Morgan Hill is preparing
for the future: The first phase of a new project to increase the
capacity of the existing sewer trunk system began in mid-May.
This six-month project will help the city handle some of the
impact of recent and future development. This project will be
paid for with Sewer Impact Fees received from revenues paid for
by developers to cover the cost of sewer improvements required
as a result of new development.

Phase I of the project will add 2.1 miles of trunk sewer line
along Monterey Road between Tennant Avenue and California
Avenue. The new trunk sewer line will measure 30 inches in
diameter whereas the current line is 18 to 21 inches in diameter.

Much of this construction will be done in Monterey Road, but the

When the full project is completed, the new sewer trunk line will
reach from Morgan Hill to the Regional Wastewater Treatment
Plant in Gilroy.

city has made provisions to keep traffic impacts to a minimum.
In the places where traffic impacts would be most severe, the
city is scheduling the work to be done late evening to early
morning. This will cause a detoured route near the Tennant
Avenue and Monterey Road corridor during 8PM - 6AM. In
other places, at least one lane will be open at all times.

To learn more about the trunk sewer project, visit
www.morganhill.ca.gov/trunk or call 776-7337.

Phase 1 has begun!

OUTDOOR
SPORTS

There has been lots of
activity at the Outdoor
Sports Center, and we don’t
mean the soccer kind. If you
haven’t driven by the Center
on Condit Road since April
23,2007 then you may be in for a surprise with all of the earth
moving and construction equipment. The $10 million phase 1
renovation project is well under way in preparation of placing
two artificial turf fields, complete with lights, scoreboards

and bleachers where two grass fields once stood. There will

be a concession stand, restrooms, and meeting room space

with parking lot improvements to accommodate over 300 cars.

CENTER
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The project includes street improvements with sidewalk, lights
and landscaping that will connect the Condit frontage with the
Aquatics Center to complete the vision of a combined facility.

While construction takes place on the front portion of the facility,
the grass fields will continue to be leased by the California
Youth Soccer Association and will have scheduled play during
this time period. The lease with CYSA will continue on the
remaining nine grass fields until further funding is identified to
complete additional phases.

This phase 1 of the Outdoor Sports Center was based on Council
approved to develop a mix of fields to meet the needs of
organized community youth sports groups and to ensure that
this phase was consistent with the ultimate master plan for the
site. To this end, the Parks & Recreation Commission and

representatives from the community youth sports
groups met over the course of a year and half

to present a concept plan for Council to consider.
A site master plan was adopted by Council in
December 2004.

The Recreation and Community Services
Department will be responsible for the operations
and reservations of the two artificial turf fields.

A rental rate sheet has been adopted by Council

and interested groups can contact the Department at
(408) 782-0008 to receive a rate sheet and to discuss
scheduling requirements. The Center is scheduled
to open in late Fall 2007.
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LIBRARY
GRAND
OPENING?

Save the Date: July 21, 2007

The new Morgan Hill Library will continue to bustle with activity with
the “big move” during the month of June in preparation for the
grand opening on July 21. Ceremonies will begin outside in the
new Civic Center Plaza at 11 a.m. followed by several fun activities
including the ribbon cutting, magic shows and costume judging.

Libraries plan for service during the move:

e Current library will be open until the last week of school and will
close on Saturday, June 9 for the move.

e Summer Reading Club will take sign-ups during May and in the
Bookmobile

* The Summer Reading Club party will take place in the new library.

e Bookmobile will provide service at the old library location on
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

e Computers will not be

How you can help? The more items that are
checked out, the fewer the library has to move!
Stock up before June 8 for your summer
reading needs because all items checked out
after May 12 will not be due until after the new
library opens.

Then plan to return on Saturday, July 21 to
join the City of Morgan Hill, the Friends
of the Morgan Hill Library, and the Santa
Clara County Library at the brand new
28,000 square foot Morgan Hill Library Grand
Opening. The building features windows
showcasing El Toro Mountain, comfy seating,
rows of computers, designated youth, teen,
and group study areas and an array of
public art will provide lots for you to
discover. The grand opening festivities will
begin at 11a.m. at the Civic Center Plaza
with outdoor entertainment, refreshments and
showcasing of the landscaped features, Sister
City benches, new playground and public
outdoor art. The ceremony will then begin
at 11:30 a.m. with ribbon-cutting and the
opening of the new Library doors at noon
with festivities continuing inside. Following the
grand opening, there will be magic shows at
1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. as well as a costume
judging at 2:00 p.m.

This project’s major funding is through the
Morgan Hill Redevelopment Agency.

available during the move.

¢ Don’t forget! Electronic
library continues to be
available 24/7 with
eBooks, downloadable
audio books, full-text
magazines and library
catalog.

¢ Place holds from home

via catalog
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